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FIRST-YEAR COLLEGE STUDENTS GIVE UP PART OF SUMMER
TO EXPLORE THEIR LIVES AS A CALLING
DAYTON, Ohio - A group of incOJ,nj.11.g first-year University of Dayton students are
giving up part of their summer vacation to discover their college experience will do more than
just prepare them for a career.
It can help prepare them for a vocation - even though few of these 84 students will
enter religious life.
"A vocation is not just becoming a priest or nun. It's a way of looking at your life," said
Erin Anderson, a 19-year-old sophomore from Hales Comers, Wise., who participated in the
four-day workshop last summer and will return to help teach it this month at the Catholic,
Marianist university.
"I don't just look at my life in the sense of a career. I'm now looking at how my gifts and
talents can meet God's needs in the world. I've always wanted to look at my life that way,"
said Anderson, who's double majoring in international studies and religious studies.
Thanks to grants from the Lilly Endowment, the University of Dayton and more than 30
colleges and universities around the country have started programs to help students look at
their lives as more than 9-to-5 jobs and integrate their faith into their professions.
The University of Dayton won a five-year, $2 million grant in 2000 to launch the
Program for Christian Leadership. Each year, 15 students are chosen as Chaminade Scholars,
based on involvement in church and community activities. They receive $2,500 renewable
scholarships and participate in seminar-style courses during the year. Participants in the fourOFFICE OF Pt..mtY&lRELATIONS
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day summer workshops, slated for the weeks of July 13, 20 and 27, include the incoming
Chaminade Scholars and students from various disciplines who pay a modest $50 registration
fee to partially cover meals and lodging.
"This will be more active than a retreat and more reflective than a party," said Maura
Skill, director of the program. "Students will reflect on their gifts and talents, their leadership
potential and how God is calling them to serve."
Students, who will keep a journal during the week, will participate in group-building
activities and prayer services, attend workshops on moral decision-making and dealing with
confrontations, conflicts and gender differences, and work together on service projects at The
Other Place homeless shelter, TeenWorks and the Marianist Environmental Education Center.
They will also learn about the Dayton Early College Academy, an innovative, new
Dayton Public Schools high school that will be launched in the fall, and have the opportunity to
volunteer as mentors to the ninth-graders. During the first year of operation, UD will host the
academy on campus.
"The workshops are designed to help students understand that they are continuing on a
journey, one in which God is their companion," Skill said. "They leave with a greater
understanding of who they are and what God might be calling them to be."
-30For media interviews, contact Maura Skill at (937) 229-4592 or via e-mail at
Maura.Skill@notes.udayton.edu and Erin Anderson at (414) 425-8931. Maura can provide
contacts for other participants, including local ones. For more information on the Christian
Leadership program, see http:/ /pcl.udayton.edu. As background on Lilly Foundation
programs around the country, see this March 28 National Catholic Reporter feature:
http:/ /natcath.org/NCR_Online/archives2/2003a/013103/013103g.htm.

